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Thank you for your interest in Trine University and the cheerleading program!!
Members of Thunder Cheer are the most recognizable faces on campus. Thunder cheerleaders cheer at home football and basketball games. A travel squad is chosen for select away football games. In addition to these games, cheerleaders are required to attend many functions ranging from pep rallies, community and charity events. 
For the 2016-2017 season Thunder Cheer will have two squads, game day and competition. All members are required to participate in game day while a chosen group will be selected to compete Spring semester. Game day will be made of Co-Ed and All-Girl cheerleaders with approximately 30-35 members. Game Day members will be practice performance based. If Coach Shea feels at any time the member is not ready for game participation the member will be benched. Tryouts for the 2016-2017 season are April 23, 2016 from 9:00am- 12:00pm in Hershey Hall. All those trying out will be invited to a new team meeting at the conclusion of tryouts. This meeting will introduce members to each other as well as provide mandatory summer dates including but not limited to practices, camp and move-in. Only those present at tryouts will be eligible for the four year scholarship.
All squad members selected must attend practices during the Fall and Spring semesters. Members will be expected to attend team workouts and tumbling.  Game prep is also expected of each cheerleader.  This is an hour and a half practice prior to each game. Cheerleaders will also be expected to attend any scheduled activities and appearances. 
Thunder Cheer is primarily a fully funded program that awards athletes with yearly scholarships. Trine University funds all football and basketball travel expenses, uniforms, practice clothes and travel bags. The team takes on fundraising initiatives for competition and each member is responsible for camp and their own shoes. These will be decided upon by Coach Shea and ordered together. 
Thunder Cheer is an important program that requires each cheerleader to make this a priority. Depending on athletic schedules, cheerleaders may be required to cheer at games during semester breaks, spring break, University scheduled holidays and possibly some national holidays. 
Attached you will find more information regarding Thunder Cheers 2016 tryouts. If any questions should arise please do not hesitate to contact Coach Shea. She can be reached at 260.665.4589 or chamberss@trine.edu. 
GO THUNDER AND LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT TRYOUTS!!
THUNDER CHEER TRYOUT CHECKLIST

Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone: ____________________             Trine Email: _______________________

Paperwork
· Headshot Photo of Self paper clipped to front of  packet
· Hold Harmless Waiver
· Thunder Cheer Application
· Thunder Cheer Questionnaire
· Copy of Medical Insurance

Appearance
YOU WILL BE JUDGED ON COLLEGIATE IMAGE. ATTEND TRYOUTS AS IF YOU WERE CHEERING AT A GAME. HAIR AND MAKEUP SHOULD BE DONE AND COMPLETE WITH A BOW AND OUT OF FACE. MALES SHOULD HAVE A CLEAN SHAVE. ALL TATTOOS MUST BE COVERED. NO JEWELRY OR PARAPHERNALIA FOR OTHER COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.

The proper attire for tryouts are as follows:
Males: Dark Bottoms, White top and athletic shoes
Females: Dark Bottoms, White Fitted Top and Cheer Shoes


TRYOUTS ARE CLOSED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC!!!!!
WHAT WE LOOK FOR AT TRYOUTS

Motions - Looking for execution, sharp and exact arm motions, and face/voice projection. Applicants must have proper technique, levels, and wrist should not be bent.

Dance Ability - Looking for rhythm, smile, personality, execution and togetherness. Applicants must to able to both learn material quickly and perform material with ease after a short period of instruction.

Tumbling - Looking for coordination, clean execution, proper technique, and athletic ability.

Partner/Quad Stunting – Looking for confidence, coordination, flexibility, ease and poise. Applicants must have the ability to make corrections in technique and respectively handle constructive criticism.

Appearance – Looking for collegiate image, neatness, poise, posture, and physical athletic build. Applicants should present themselves at tryouts how they would present themselves at a game. Hair should be, half-up, and pulled back out of the applicants face. Applicants should also present themselves with poise and a collegiate demeanor.

Enthusiasm – Looking for smile, voice projection, and rapport with crowd, eye contact and confidence. Applicants must be comfortable performing skills and all other materials learned.  Tryouts are not about showing the skill, it is about performing the skill with 120% effort and energy, as if in a game situation.

Personality – Collegiate attitude, maturity, and a strong work ethic. Applicants must be persons who want to play an integral in a large program. Applicants must be willing to both give and take, and recognize foremost that, working daily to wear the uniform is only a small part of the deal… achieving success for the privilege of being part of the team is where it’s at…every day. Applicants who are only interested in wearing the uniform need not apply.


We are looking for very solid, talented, and dedicated cheerleaders; team players with character that can exemplify the core values of the Thunder Cheer program as well as the University!






Trine Cheerleading
HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT

I, the undersigned, in consideration of my participation in the Trine Cheerleading tryouts on April 23, 2016, do hereby agree to hold harmless the Trine Cheerleading Team, Trine University, its officers, employees, and agents and any coaches and volunteers, specifically Shea Sims, HARMLESS from any and all claims, actions, suits, procedures, costs, expenses, damages and liabilities, including attorney’s fees brought as a result of my involvement in these activities and to reimburse them for any such expenses incurred. 

________________________________		_______
Name of participant						         Date

________________________________
Signature

________________________________        _______
Signature of parent (Minors only)                    Date



Trine University Cheerleading Application


Last Name: ____________________________First Name: _____________________________ MI: _________
DOB: _____________________________ Sex: ____________Height: ___________________ Weight: ______________
Home Address: ____________________________________City: ______________State: _____ Zip: ________
Home Phone: ___________    Cell Phone: ____________________________

College/High School Experience
School: ____________________________Dates: __________________  
School: ____________________________Dates: ___________________
School: _____________________________Dates: __________________

List of all cheerleading awards, honors, and any teaching experience with cheer organizations:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Head Coach (cheer and/or gymnastics coach) Contact Info:
Name______________________ 
Cell Phone______________________ Gym/High School Name ___________________
Name______________________ 
Cell Phone______________________ Gym/High School Name ___________________
Name______________________
 Cell Phone______________________ Gym/High School 

Skill Inventory
Tumbling (Check all you have performed consistently at a game or competition with NO SPOT)
___ Back Handspring ___ Standing Back Tuck ____ Standing 3 BHS to Full ____ Standing Full
___ Round-off Back Handspring, Tuck ___ Round-off Back Handspring, Layout ___ Round-off Back Handspring, Full Twist
Other: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Stunts (Check all you have performed consistently at a game or competition)
___ Toss Chair ___ Toss Hands ___ Toss Extension ___ Liberty ___ Toss Liberty ___ Flipping Stunts
___ Heel Stretch ___ Qupie ___ Arabesque ___ full down
Other: ______________________________________________________________________
Basket Experience: ______________________________________________________________________________

Thunder Cheer Questionnaire

What is the most important role of a cheerleader?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean to you to be a team player?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make a short statement why you think you would make a great Thunder Cheerleader and the qualities you have to offer the program?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Can’t Make Tryouts?
Trine Cheer and Dance understands tryout season is a hectic and busy time of year. As much as we would like you at traditional tryouts we do understand sometimes this is impossible. For these situations we do offer video submissions. However to keep it fair to those that attend traditional tryouts video submissions will not be viewed until those in attendance have finished their process. All video applicants must submit the following by 4/22/16. Late submissions will not be accepted past this deadline.

THUNDER CHEER VIDEO SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone: ____________________             Trine Email: _______________________

Paperwork
· Headshot Photo of Self paper clipped to front of  packet
· Thunder Cheer Application
· Thunder Cheer Questionnaire
· Cheer
· Dance with at least 3 eight counts but no more than 8
· Tumbling (2 standing and 2 running)
·  Stunting (Show all skills. If you can base, back and fly your video should show these strengths. If you only fly your video should show body positions and a variety of skills.)
Appearance
[bookmark: _GoBack]YOU WILL BE JUDGED ON COLLEGIATE IMAGE. ATTEND TRYOUTS AS IF YOU WERE CHEERING AT A GAME. HAIR AND MAKEUP SHOULD BE DONE AND COMPLETE WITH A BOW AND OUT OF FACE. MALES SHOULD HAVE A CLEAN SHAVE. ALL TATTOOS MUST BE COVERED. NO JEWELRY OR PARAPHERNALIA FOR OTHER COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.
The proper attire for tryouts is as follows:
Males: Dark Bottoms, White top and athletic shoes
Females: Dark Bottoms, White Fitted Top, Cheer Shoes
All videos should be submitted before 4/22/16. Please take note that campus mail is only delivered Monday-Friday.

Videos should be addressed as followed:
ATTN: Coach Shea Chambers
1 University Avenue
Angola, IN 46703
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